
President’s Report
I would like to thank you for your support in re-electing me as

your President for 3 more years. In the coming year we will be

concentrating on updating our Bylaws to conform with the new

National Bylaws. 

The controversy of Bill C-27 appears to be behind us now. It died when Parliament
took its recess leading into the election. With the Liberal minority government in
place, we strongly believe that the Bill will not be re-introduced. The matter of the
government trying to get it in through the back door has also been stopped. The
mandate of the Pension office can only be changed by a vote in Parliament. 

The National Board of the PNA continues to fight for change to the Pension Plan to

extend pension benefits to spouses that married after the employee retired. 

The review of the Memorandum of Agreement covering the distribution of the

pension surplus and controlling costs of employee healthcare continues.

At our recent Annual General Meeting in Toronto, elections were held for the

Ontario Region Board. Your new Vice-President is Raj Narain. Ben Daube returns

as Treasurer and Gino Piazza is our Secretary. Three Toronto Directors were also

elected:  Mary Depoe, Gail Carducci and Steve Athey. I offer my congratulations to

all those elected and l look forward to working with them.
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John Dixon, our former Vice-President, deserves a standing ovation for the work he has done for this Association.

John is a founding member of the Ontario Region serving you in all positions on the Board. John has a wealth of

knowledge of and a dedication to the retirees of not only the Ontario Region but nationally also. John, we thank you

for your service. I truly believe that we have not seen the last of John. He will continue in one way or another to

service the needs of us retirees.  

This issue of Livewire contains information on the many events scheduled in this Region. Please make every effort

to attend. Our Livewire editor Leone would like to pass the torch onto someone else to publish the Newsletter. Leone

will continue to support and participate in the workings of the Region. Please seriously consider becoming the

Livewire Editor. Leone will teach you everything you need to know and be assured that it is a labour of love.

Gerry Head, 
President

AGM…Guest speAker

Dan Oldfield, PNA’s representative on the Consultative Committee on Staff Benefits, was
our guest speaker.

He spoke of his role on the Supplementary Health Care Committee, stressing that the plan
is 100% funded by pensioners with no monetary input by the CBC.  As a result of a
restructuring of our benefit package two years ago, our rates have slowly decreased
and become more competitive with the result that in the coming year we should see
a monthly decrease of between $25.00 and $30.00 in Ontario. The plan was
also opened up to potential new enrollees resulting in approximately 200 
new members joining.

Dan touched on the Special Assistance Fund which has provided
over a million dollars to Pensioners in the last ten years to help cover
the cost of things like mobility devices and hearing aids.  Information
can be found on the National website under Programs and both 
Dianne St. Germaine and Suzie Bougie who staff the National Office 
(1-877-361-9242) are ready to help.

Dan went on to comment on the PNA itself, the importance of keeping it
strong and the need for continued recruitment.  The CBC collects our
dues and remits them to the Association.  The Association, in turn, is the
official voice of CBC Pensioners with the Corporation and is one of the
signatories to the Memorandum of Agreement on pension surplus
sharing.  There is a requirement for the MOA to be reviewed every ten
years and Dan is our lead on this process which is currently underway.  

Our status with the Corporation only remains viable, however, as long as
the PNA membership remains above 50% of all pensioners.  It’s a
challenge.  There are approximately 10,000 pensioners out there now.  If
they don’t join at the point of retirement it is difficult to find out who
they are.  And, of course, our members die (although we are an amazing
long-living lot!).
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In the recruitment process, there are lots of talking points … the social meetings and the loyalty programs, but the
most important is advocacy.  As Dan noted, we look after ourselves, we fight for a fair deal on benefits, we are the
ones the employer has to talk to, we keep an eye on our pensions and as noted above we helped drive the initiative
to make sure we got our fair share of any future pension surpluses.

Dan’s final remarks focussed on RIFFs and the position the National Board took at its meeting in October.  
It unanimously passed a motion to join with other retiree groups in advocating for the removal of the requirement
to take out a minimum amount each year.

John Dixon: A tribute
John was a founding member of the Ontario Region of the CBC Pensioners National
Association as we know it today and, in fact, the first meeting was held in his basement on
December 14, 1999.  John was the Region’s first VP and together with President Walter
Wicks and the Board, they recruited members, developed by-laws and organized monthly
board meetings.  The first General Meeting was held in a church basement  with over 200
attending.  Everyone donated $1.00 to cover the cost of cookies and coffee and a nice
donation was given to the church on each occasion.

From these beginnings John has been instrumental in moving the association forward…by helping to put the first

“Livewire” together, choosing with three others the CBC PNA logo, finding a company to manufacture our lapel

pin, organizing the set-up of meetings for the South Western, Golden Horseshoe and Mid-Western Chapters and

travelling to Sudbury/Elliot Lake and Thunder Bay biannually to ensure members there were informed and felt

included.  He has been part of the organization of the annual Ontario Region Christmas luncheon since 2003, has

arranged for guest speaker at AGMs, was a delegate to the PNA Founding Convention in Montreal in June 2000 and

has attended several triennial conventions since.

John served as Vice-President from 1999 to 2007, President from 2007 to 2010, Immediate Past President from 2010

to 2016 and Vice-President again from 2016 to 2019.    On many occasions over the years, John has filled in as

Editor of LIVEWIRE.  In 2012 John was awarded a Life Membership for services rendered by the National

Association of our Pensioners.  

And now, John will be stepping down from official duties for the first time in 20 years.  His wise counsel and calm

demeanor on the board will be truly missed, but I suspect his involvement in the Ontario Region will not end giving

advice when needed, correcting us when we don’t get it right, selling Christmas luncheon tickets and attending the

Region Chapters various functions.

And finally, a quote from John back in 2012: 

In all, it has been and still remains a pleasure 

to serve our members and it has been a great 

learning experience for me.
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irene robinson: A tribute

Irene has been a member at large and/or a director on the Ontario Regional board since 2002.  Looking back through

meeting minutes and motions, she was always present and always involved.  Over the past many years, she has

arranged many of the Toronto activities and outings, including Pompeii at the ROM, a boat cruise in the harbour, a

wine tour to the Niagara region, a tour of the Aga Khan, shows at Famous People Players and a trip to Ripley’s

Aquarium.  She has also been one of the two key people organizing the Ontario Region Christmas lunch.  With John

Dixon, she found downtown venues, organized door prizes, sold tickets and checked folks in at the door.  We

couldn’t have done all this without her.

Irene decided this year not to run again as a director…which is not to say she won’t be consulted with and involved

in this up-coming Christmas lunch on December 7th.  

All the best Irene and thanks!

FroM rAJ nArAin, our new Vice-presiDent

Hello Everyone,

I would like to thank all of you for your support in electing me. I certainly do have big shoes

to fill. John Dixon has been at the forefront of the PNA for 20 years. He has served in every

conceivable capacity in this Association and his advice will prove to be immeasurable as I take

on my new role.

As you know, my platform was based on the following:

increasing the membership of the pnA

increasing the member benefits of the pnA

supporting our older members

But the Board can’t do it alone, we need your help. How? You can do the following things: 

increasing the membership

If you know of a CBC employee who is retiring, get his email and send it to your chapter. Remember, the PNA

speaks for you and can only do so, if we represent the majority of CBC retirees.

Member benefits

Know of a good deal that you think fellow retirees would be interested in, contact your chapter and spread the word.

older Members

We need to keep in touch with them. As we age, our world gets smaller and we start losing our social contacts. Try

and stay in contact with an older member. Be it by phone or giving them a ride to the next Chapter function, they’ll

appreciate the chance to touch base with a fellow exCBCer.

A few little things, but they will have a huge impact on the lives of our fellow retirees.

Thank you.

Raj Narain
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Your new toronto Directors!

At the last board meeting in September, a motion passed to increase the number of Toronto board members to three.

Raj will be moving out of his Toronto directorship as he assumes the position of Vice-President and Irene Robinson

who occupied the Director-at-Large position decided not to run again.  And so…

Three new Toronto Directors were elected by acclamation at the Ontario Region’s Annual General Meeting on 30

October. They are all looking forward to working with the Toronto members of the Pensioners’ Association over the

next three years.

MArY Depoe worked in radio before becoming a script assistant, first with TV Children’s and then in TV

Variety. She went on to work as a Unit Manager and then in Labour Relations as a Talent Relations Officer. The

ATPD presented Mary with a Golden Globe award in 2002. Mary has been instrumental in the creation of the

Toronto Committee and brings her insight to the Ontario Region Board.

GAiL cArDucci has worked in both Radio and Television at CBC over a span of 42 years. Primarily in TV

News, she worked as a Resources Producer and then as a Manager for the last 9 years. Gail feels that it’s important

to stay in touch with former colleagues from that shared past and to work toward a strong future. She looks forward

to contributing to the Ontario Region Board as a Director.

steVe AtheY worked in a number of technical positions at CBC-TV as well as devoting much time and effort

to the various Union organizations that served employees over those years. Steve wants to continue to assist all of

his former CBC colleagues now that we have all entered the adventure that is our retirement. Steve is new to the

Ontario Region and will bring all his skills to his position as Director on the Board.

We are looking forward to getting to know our Toronto members and other retirees from the Ontario Region

chapters. Thanks to Raj Narain for his work on behalf of the Toronto Committee and his encouragement for our

involvement. 
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toronto ActiVities

Our Oct. 17th 'Meet and Greet' Pub Afternoon/Evening was quite a success. 

Over 45 people attended the event at Grace O'Malley's near the Broadcast Centre.

Done in combination with the Guild's Pre-Retirement Seminars, one third of the attendees were

current CBC Employees who had lots of questions about the Pensioners' Association.  All in all, it was

a successful evening spreading the word of the PNA to current employees.

the next pub Afternoon will be on:

november 27th, 2019

time: 1 pm onwards

where: Factory Girl 193 Danforth Ave.

There will be nibblies so please RSVP by Nov. 22th. at cbctorontoretirees@gmx.com

And, don’t forget the PNA Ontario Region Christmas lunch on December 7, 2019.

Details are in the box on the front page.  

tickets are available now, but are selling fast!
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southwestern ontArio chApter

*our AnnuAL christMAs pArtY* sAturDAY, DeceMber 7

Our Christmas party will once again be held at the Giovanni Caboto Club. Doors and cash bar opens at 4:30pm and

dinner will be served at approximately 6:00pm. Santa has delivered us a great choice of door prizes and we were able

to once again put together a Surprise Raffle!

Please Note: If you are attending, we need you to confirm no later than Monday, November 25, 2019! So please mark

your calendar and reserve early! Why wait, contact any of your Board members now!

our christmas Menu:

Antipasto Italiano & Bruschetta, Penne with Meat or Blush Sauce, Roast Chicken, Roasted Potatoes, 

Mixed Vegetables, Tossed Salad with Radicchio in a Bread Bowl, Bread Rolls, Italian Pastry, Coffee and Tea

**Drinks available at the Cash Bar**

*Also Provided: Any special meals or dietary restrictions! Just let us know when you confirm! *

For our Associate Members, you can pay your 2019 dues at the Christmas Party!

speciAL Guests

Joining us this year is the Windsor Experiment 25th Anniversary group with many special guests coming from out of

town. CBE radio and CBEF moved from Pelissier to Riverside Drive and then CBC-TV returned to the air. All this

occurred in 1994. Photos and videos will bring back many flashbacks to everyone!

*Your chapter elections* (Your entire Board has agreed to remain for another three (3) term)

To view the collection of photos from all of our events on Facebook, copy or paste this link:

https://www.facebook.com/SWOChapterCBCPensioners/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

Your entire Board (Gino, Sandy, Jackie, Gerry and Manny) would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and 

a Safe and Happy New Year!

north centrAL chApter

President David Hauraney and his executive are on a winter hiatus.  Once the snow has gone and the days are sunny

and warm, they will start thinking about their annual BBQ at Bob and Wendy Burt’s on Lake Couchiching.  

It is usually held sometime in August and for the last couple of years the day has been shared with the local Probus

club.  
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 Turkey Dinner 
Butternut Squash                        
 Soup  
Turkey with Stuffing 
Potatoes 
Vegetables 
Rolls and Butter 
Coffee and Tea 
Festive Dessert 

Accommodation will be made 
for those who need a gluten-
free diet or are vegetarian. 
Please let us know.  
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The Christmas Lunch Menu 
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Please contact me if you are coming.  
By email: bburhoe@cogeco.ca or telephone: 705 874-0480 
We have booked space for 20 but can go a bit higher if need be.  
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Barrie Burhoe, Trent Chapter President 
322-1099B Clonsilla Avenue, 
Peterborough, Ontario 
K9J 8L7 
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obituAries: 

keMp, Alfred (Alfie) – died on June 29, 2019 at the age of 75.  Alfie was a former Cameraman/

Videographer with CBC Toronto.

LAwson, robert (bob) – died on August 5, 2019 at the age of 92.  Bob worked in CBC Toronto

as a Scenic Artist and Assistant Designer for 25 years before finishing his career in CBC Vancouver. 

coneYbeAre, rod – died on September 5, 2019 in his 89th year.  Rod was best known for supplying the

voices of Rusty the Rooster and Jerome the Giraffe on  “The Friendly Giant”.

turZAk, Donna – died on September 12, 2019.  Donna spent most of her career with CBC in Manitoba, but spent the last two years of

her career in Toronto as Chief-of-Staff to the Vice-President of English Radio.

LYons, Margaret –  died on October 5, 2019 at the age of 96.  Margaret was the force behind the CBC’s “Radio revolution”, became the

managing director for radio of CBC’s English-language division in 1981 and then Vice-President of radio in 1983.

MArtin, J. bruce – died on October 6, 2019 at the age of 82.  Bruce was a researcher and script-writer for “The Nature of Things”.

chAntrY, patricia – died on October 22, 2019 at the age of 74. Patricia was the Production Secretary for “Music Hop” and later became

a Script Assistant for CBC TV.

McburneY, ward – died on October 24, 2019 at the age of 57.  Ward was a writer of non-fiction broadcast on CBC Radio’s “Fresh Air”.

reMinDer: When you move, change your phone or email,  PLEASE let the Ontario Region and the National Office in Ottawa know.

TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-877-361-9242, email at cbcpensioners@on.aibn.com. We have had quite a bit of mail returned recently as there

is no forwarding address. Also, we would appreciate it, if those with email could arrange to receive LIVEWIRE, CONTACT and all other

communications by email to help us reduce our mailing costs. 

it’s the hoLiDAY seAson … 
AnD our pocketbooks cAn Get DepLeteD

here are some things that will help – 

✓ Our pensions will increase by 1.93% starting January 1, 2020

✓ If you plan to travel don’t forget to check out all of the affinity programs available through the National Pension
Association (www.cbcpensioners.ca)

• Travel insurance through Johnson Insurance (Medoc)

• Discounts at Choice Hotels Canada

• CBC Hotel rates 

• Enterprise and National car rental special rates

✓ special Assistance Fund – If you find yourself needing to purchase hearing aids and/or mobility devices this
fund can help offset their cost.  The National Pension office staff can assist in outlining eligibility requirements

and provide help in applying.

✓ perkopolis – And, the latest addition to our affinity programs, Perkopolis, will provide CBC pensioners great
savings on entertainment, travel, attractions, shopping, health, wellness, sport and more!
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