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Surplus Stories 

Hard-working PNA members have made it possible for 
pensioners to receive thousands of extra dollars in 
pension surplus payments in the past three years.  
And some people have put those dollars to work for 
some unforgettable adventures.  

In this edition, Regional president Geoff Turnbull 
shares his story of a special trip to England to visit with 
his family.  And past president of the PEI Chapter, 
Ian Petrie used his surplus payment to fulfill a lifelong 
desire to travel to Africa with his family.

Waiting for the Goods
By Geoff Turnbull

Two years ago, my dear uncle’s 85th birthday 
celebration was coming up, and so was the hope of our 
first surplus cheque since 2000.

Getting to him in Yorkshire was going to be expensive. 
Did I dare? I did. I booked the trip along with my 
brothers and even laid out the $1200 for the farmhouse 
rental for us.

This was in the little Yorkshire Moors village of 
Fadmoor, where David Wood had spent his retirement 
restoring a 400 year old stone farmhouse.
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David Woods and his stone house

David is my late mother’s much younger brother, 
not much older than me. The Woods and Turnbulls 
are old Scottish clans whose motto should be 
“family first”, or perhaps “leap before you look.”

So in February last year we flew into Frankfurt to 
meet up with my cousin Duncan, an IT genius who 
lives in the German wine region. For two days we 
immersed ourselves in a village celebration called 
Carnaval. Then we got in his car and drove through 
Holland to get the ferry to Yorkshire.

In the car with us was “the pig”, an enormous 
German style pork roast that became the (smuggled 
– remember Brexit?) centrepiece for the birthday 
feast. My brother Mark and I prepared the food for 
a crowd of David’s adoring family and friends.

Was there some moisture in the old curmudgeon’s 
eye? I’m not telling. But the rest of us continued 
eating, drinking some very fine Rhine reds and 
whites, and sharing family truths and lies.

This was all months before the surplus, and no 
guarantee at the time it would make its way through 
the CBC and the feds to fund this little 
extravaganza.

Didn’t matter.

My bank was happy with my line of credit and I 
tried to put crass financial concerns out of my 
mind. Of course it was many uncertain months 
before surplus hope turned into surplus reality.

But what can I say? All’s well that ends well!

Found Money 

By Ian Petrie

It wasn’t until the last 4 years of my 30 year career at 
CBC that a pension of any kind became possible for 
me. With the end of the lockout in 2005, I was one of 
the hundreds of contract employees the Guild 
insisted should be “on staff” and able to buy back 
pensionable time. 

It was expensive, more than $220 thousand, but the 
advice I kept getting was that a “defined benefit” 
pension was the gold standard and I was lucky to have 
the opportunity. I cashed in my various RRSP’s, 
cleaned out an investment account, borrowed a bit 
more and did it. The Guild gave me something 
unexpected and valuable.

Then years later, the PNA was there working in the 
interests of CBC pensioners. I’m certainly guilty of 
not paying much attention to the annual reports of 
how the pension plan is doing. Thankfully the 
leadership in our CBC Pensioners National 
Association were, and thanks to their hard work, 
contributors to the Plan are sharing in the surpluses. 
In fact the law says that’s what the CBC had to do. So 
again, thank you to those who paid attention and did 
the work.

Once I realized how much I was getting, my wife and 
I started thinking about knocking something off the 
bucket list. We were very interested in going to a little 
known country in Africa: Namibia. It’s tucked into 
the south-west corner of Africa just above South 
Africa with the Atlantic Ocean on its western border.
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Our son who works as a ship engineer in France 
was anxious to go as well. Last November, the 3 
of us set off.

 Ian and his son in Namibia

It really was the trip of a lifetime. Namibia is a 
country with an exceptional variety of 
landscapes. There’s Fish River Canyon which is 
second only to the Grand Canyon in size. The 
Namib Desert is the oldest desert in the world 
and runs right into the Atlantic Ocean. We 
climbed some of the highest dunes on the 
planet, saw fossilized trees that are 280 million 
years old.  
 
There are a dozen national parks and even 
more protected areas to experience jungle and 
wildlife. We were within 10 metres of lions. 
elephants, leopards, zebras, giraffes and many 
more. We spoiled ourselves going with a very 
knowledgable guide, and stayed at some of the 
many lodges that cater to tourists.

Namibia has challenges. Unemployment among 
young people, high levels of poverty and 
cultural and economic scars from Germany’s 
control and exploitation are very evident.

The country only became independent in the 
1990’s. While mining remains its most 
important industry, Namibia has declared 
natural resources will be protected as a 
constitutional right.  

The country sees eco-tourism as its best path 
to economic stability. We were one lucky family 
who benefitted thanks to the smart 
management of our retirees’ pension plan. 
Thank you to those who made this happen.

Financial Report 

By Judy Kovacs,

     Maritime Treasurer 

Since the last financial update, the Maritimes budget 
has covered the cost of travel for the AGM and Geoff 's 
travel to PEI as well, for a rounded total of $2,600.  
Food for the Maritimes' AGM came to $850 - amazing 
pricing from the Moncton group!   
 
The CBC advocacy that folks volunteered their time 
doing in the spring was paid for from the Halifax 
budget for postcards and banners throughout the 
Maritimes for a total of $1,600.  As well, Halifax has 
sent $500 to each location to assist with their 
Christmas events this year, totalling $2,006.  The 
current bank balance for the Maritimes is just short of 
$6,000.  Happy Holidays to all!
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Discovery of a Treasure Trove of Photos from Radio-Canada Acadie! 

By Sylvie St-Onge

Our vice-president Jacques Giguère, who retired in 2022, remembered seeing boxes of photos at 
Radio-Canada Acadie before he left. Last spring, he proposed a project to find and identify these 
photos. Jacques contacted Radio-Canada Acadie management to gain access to the boxes of photos 
from the various production departments. Numerous steps were taken. Calls and messages were 
made to several people to find these photos that seemed to have disappeared, but nothing 
happened!

What an incredible surprise during a visit to the 
Radio-Canada Acadie warehouse, when Jacques and an 
employee, Glen Deveau, found two boxes full of old 
photographs.

These are true snapshots of our station’s history. The 
photos reveal familiar faces: current employees, retired 
employees, and various production teams in action. 
These photos are a vibrant testimony to the women 
and men who have built Radio-Canada Acadie over the 
decades. A call is also being made to current and 
retired employees to find as many photos as possible. 
We want to sort, identify, and digitize this unique 
collection. To carry out this project, Jacques spoke 
with Lewis LeBlanc, a retiree who used to work at 
Radio-Canada’s video library. He then contacted 

François LeBlanc, archivist at CEAUM (Centre d’études acadiennes de l’Université de Moncton), to 
explain our project of digitizing our photos on a platform that would be accessible to everyone. The 
CEAUM was very interested in our project and offered to collaborate. They agreed to digitize the 
photos and enter them into their collection.  That would mean the photos would be accessible at 
any time. They also agreed to store the documents in their special facility with controlled humidity, 
ventilation, etc. after identification.

To carry out this project, we first need a memorandum of understanding between CEAUM, CBC 
Pensioners National Association Moncton Chapter and Radio-Canada Acadie to ensure that 
everything is done legally.  A committee will then begin sorting through the photos and identifying 
the people in them.  Very soon, we will launch a weekly contest on our Facebook page: Identify the 
photo of the week. We look forward to sharing all of this with you so that we can relive these 
memorable moments. Stay tuned! More details will follow soon on how you can discover these 
wonderful memories.

The corner of Archibald and St. 
George Streets around 1960.
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Christmas Parties 2025 
Moncton Chapter - Wednesday, December 10th

Dieppe Golden Age Club,  
Acadia Avenue,  
Dieppe, NB.

The hall will open at 11:00 a.m. and lunch will be 
served at 12:00 noon.

Saint John/Fredericton Chapter -Thursday, 
November 27th

Odell Park Lodge, 
397 Rookwood Avenue, 
Odell Park,  
Fredericton, NB

Halifax Chapter - Thursday, December 11 
Bedford Legion, 
1772 Bedford Hwy, 
Bedford, NS 

Doors will open at 12:30 and the food will be served 
at 1 p.m. The cost is 20 dollars a head, e-transfer the 
funds with your reservation.

Cape Breton Chapter - Thursday, December 11th 
The Simon Hotel,  
380 Esplanade,  
Sydney, NS. 

Cash bar at 6:00 pm, meal at 6:30 pm. Turkey and 
ham buffet. RSVP to Wendy Martin at 902-563-6695

Prince Edward Island Chapter -Thursday, 
December 4, 2025 
Quality Inn & Suites - Inn on the Hill 
150 Euston St, 
Charlottetown, PEI

Doors open at 12 noon, dinner served at 12:30. 

From Cameraman to Treasurer 

David Carr was one of the early members of the 
Halifax CBC Pensioners National Association. He 
passed away on September 26 at the age of 94.  


Carr came to the city in February 1952 after 
emigrating from Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex UK. He 
served in both the Royal Navy and the Royal 
Canadian Navy.  After leaving the navy, he 
became one of the first cameramen in the newly 
formed Film Department at CBC Halifax.  As a 
result, he was there for many of the famous 
Halifax TV productions such as Singalong 
Jubilee, Friendly Giant and Land and Sea. He 
filmed Anne Murray at the beginning of her 
career, captured the Men of the Deeps and even 
climbed the mast of the Bluenose II during the 
1963 launch.


Geoff Turnbull remembers him as a “typical 
redhead, feisty and at the same time always with 
a twinkle in his eye.”  David Carr was regional 
treasurer for many, many years. Before stepping 
off the executive in May 2023, Carr had also been 
carrying the duties of secretary as well for several 
years.  “Always a stickler for rules and 
procedures,” according to Turnbull. “He wanted 
the association to be professional, not just an 
afternoon social club and it was that kind of 
dedication that has made us so successful in 
protecting and defending our rights as 
pensioners.”


He is survived by two daughters who noted in his 
obituary that he will be remembered for his 
creativity, his humour, his deep love of 
storytelling, and the many ways he captured and 
preserved Canadian culture through his work.

David Carr 
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Humour Kept Us Going 

By Rich Knowles

I’ve always believed that one only goes to work for three reasons: make money, have fun, and go 
home content at the end of each day. I have no complaints in any of those departments after my 
30 years or so with CBC.

Fishing in Newfoundland

The last 11 years before retiring I spent as the 
engineering manager in Newfoundland and then 
Nova Scotia. You can’t beat working on the coast. 
Great people to work with. Da best!

In Newfoundland I lived outside St. John’s in Portugal 
Cove on Conception Bay in a little house I bought 
overlooking the ferry terminal. There was always 
something to watch and, as some of my neighbours 
belonged to a very modest local group called The 
Wonderful Grand Band, there were plenty of parties on 
my deck overlooking the whales and porpoises in 
Conception Bay. I made friends with a local fisherman 
who took me out many days before work at four in the 
morning on his longliner with his crew of brothers and 
their elderly father to haul the cod traps. Another trade 
learned. No lack of fish for supper and lots of laughter. 
One fine sunny day, a large lobster came up caught in the 
trap mesh and landed in the boat. 

I heard one of the boys say, “Better make that vanish, the government’s here!” just as a small skiff pulled 
up alongside with a couple of gentlemen on board wearing Fisheries uniforms determined to pay us a 
visit. Quick as a wink, one of the brothers grabs the lobster and makes it disappear down the front of his 
green waterproof coveralls and then heads for the stern of the boat. All our crew said “Phew!!” 
simultaneously and greeted the inspectors. A couple of minutes later, there was a loud holler from the 
stern followed by a splash. It turned out the lobster had decided to make a meal out of the brother and 
promptly got hauled out of his hiding place and tossed over the side. We didn’t know whether to laugh or 
worry. There went dinner. The inspectors left soon after. Phew!! 
 
The transmitter and buildings maintenance crews were terrific. I got to visit many of the outports with 
them by boat, truck, skidoo, helicopter, float plane and the occasional long hike. It was quite an 
unrelenting education with something new every day. One thing that has always stuck in my head was 
the dedication, knowledge, ingenuity and excellence demonstrated by all the CBC staff I met across 
Canada.From the studio folks getting up before daylight every day to do the morning shows to the 
transmitter technicians trekking around the boondocks in the middle of the night through the worst of 
weather fixing recalcitrant equipment, they all were and are dedicated professionals who truly enjoy their 
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their jobs. An unusual organization indeed. My hat’s 
off to all. Reflecting back from retirement, I can say 
I had it all: money, fun and an abiding sense of 
contentment. All this from a lucky guy who fell into 
a career he never planned.

Halifax Chapter Report 

by Geoff Turnbull

Here's the picture: a roomful of (not really all that 
elderly) CBC folk exercising. Except they're all 
sitting down. At our last Lunch and Learn, Olga 
Milosevich rounded up a passionate teacher of chair 
yoga to put us through our paces, and did he deliver!
Turns out it is really kind of fun, especially when 
doing it together.

And in October we all arrived for our regular lunch 
meeting to find we had been locked out. No one 
answered the phone. What to do? Claire 
Brownell's answer: gather up our self-catered lunch 
and head to her empty nearby house (it's on the 
market) and have an indoors picnic. It turned out to 
be a great chance to mill around with food in hand 
instead of sitting at a table. It was a great mixer. 
Everyone talked to everyone.

It's never boring at Halifax meetings.

Cape Breton Report 

By Wendy Martin

The Cape Breton chapter met in June for our 
AGM.  We discussed the CBC pension surplus 
payments.  We also talked about advocacy efforts 
during the federal election campaign, aimed at 
raising awareness about the CBC.

Treasurer Jean Levesque gave an update on the 
chapter's finances.  And, as always, we shared some 
memories and laughs.

Our next gathering will be our holiday dinner at the 
Simon Hotel in Sydney on December 11 at 6pm.

Fredericton/Saint John Chapter 
Report 

By Mary-Pat Schutta

The current focus of our Fredericton/Saint John 
chapter is our annual late fall gathering in 
Fredericton on Nov. 27th.  This year we’re holding 
our luncheon in the Odell Park Lodge, in beautiful 
Odell Park. We are looking forward to catching up 
with former colleagues and having discussions 
about plans for our chapter moving forward.  

Recruitment continues to be a priority and given 
that our chapter is still relatively young - founded in 
2022 - we crafted a one page pitch for prospective 
new members.  It is now posted in both 
Fredericton and Saint John stations. 

PEI Chapter Report - Fall 2025 

By Kathy Large


The CBC Pensioners in PEI had a BBQ to 
celebrate the coming of summer this year.  Despite 
a few technical glitches (with the BBQ’s not radio 
or TV equipment any longer) we had plenty of food 
and much conversation and catching up with 
friends and former colleagues.  

After 9 years as president, I will be handing over 
the reins of the chapter in the new year to Pat 
Martel who has agreed to be our next chapter 
president.  He is full of great ideas and new energy, 
which is just what we need to keep things 
interesting for our members.  

For example, our Christmas Party will be sure to be 
filled with laughs this year.  Pat has been able to 
book Island comedian Patrick Ledwell to set the 
table for us at a very reasonable price. We’ll be 
gathering at the Quality Inn and Suites (Inn on the 
Hill) on Thursday, December 4th at noon and are 
hoping to have a great turnout!  
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Moncton Chapter Report 

By Sylvie St-Onge

Our board of directors continues to meet 
regularly. Unfortunately, our secretary Ronald 
Cormier passed away in June after a long illness. 
Solange Landry, who manages our chapter’s 
Facebook page, has agreed to fill the position of 
secretary until we find a replacement. 

It is also with regret that we learned of the 
departure of one of our directors, Audette 
Chiasson, who will be moving to Trois-Rivières, 
Quebec, in November. We are therefore actively 
seeking people who are interested in helping us 
and joining the board of directors.

We continue to send birthday wishes to our 
retirees, which always seems to be greatly 
appreciated. In June, our lobster dinner was once 
again a great success. Nearly 100 people attended 
to enjoy this delicious meal. 

During a luncheon in October, Constable Brochu 
of the Codiac RCMP Detachment in Moncton 
gave us a very informative presentation on fraud 
prevention. 

In December, we will hold our Christmas meal, 
which this year will be a Christmas lunch, as some 
members mentioned that they would prefer to 
have the meal earlier in the day, to have easier 
travel during the winter season. Once again, we 
will be collecting donations for a regional charity.

To kick off 2026, we will launch our project to 
archive photos of current and retired employees 
and Radio-Canada productions. A major 
undertaking.

Walter Pretty Fondly 
Remembered 

By Wendy Martin

Former colleagues of Walter “Lefty” Pretty are 
remembering him as a generous and gracious man. 
Pretty died in August at the age of 84.   He 
worked in radio and television at CBC Cape 
Breton, and was a well known musician in the 
Sydney area.

Paul Young credits Pretty with helping launch his 
career at the CBC.  Young, who has cerebral palsy 
and has trouble walking and with fine motor skills, 
was working in the record library at a private radio 
station in Sydney in the late 1970’s but his job was 
in danger of being cut.

Young says after he visited the CBC one day, Pretty 
invited him to come to the station whenever he was 
working the night shift.   Young says Pretty spent 
three years training him, while also pushing CBC 
management to find Young a job.

 
Walter never felt sorry or pitied me,” said Young.  
“Walter could see beyond my challenges.”  Young 
went on to work for the CBC as a radio technician 
for 18 years.

Paul Young and Walter Pretty
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I remember meeting Walter Pretty on my very first 
- very stressful - day at CBC Cape Breton in 1989.   
Newly arrived from Ontario, I had been assigned to 
do TV and radio news from a news conference with 
Premier John Buchanan.  I raced around all day, 
not sure what I was doing or whether I was doing it 
right. I ran into the TV edit suite close to news 
time with my tapes, close to tears.  Pretty was the 
editor and I hadn’t even met him yet.  Walter 
patted me on the shoulder, gave me a big smile and 
said “Let’s make this the best story on the TV news 
tonight.”   
 
That gentle act of kindness remains with me, 36 
years later.  

Walter Pretty 

Pretty was well known in Cape Breton’s music scene 
as a trumpeter.  He had his own big band “The 
Surrounding Area”. CBC host Wendy Bergfeldt, a 
fellow trumpeter, played with Pretty in another big 
band “The Right Stuff”.  She describes him as a very 
“melodic” jazz player with that same generous spirit he 
demonstrated at CBC.  “He would gently lead 
players who might be struggling to find a note or a 
key,” said Bergfeldt.  She said he also spent many 
hours coaching young musicians who were trying to 
get into post-secondary music programs.  “He was 
very well respected,” said Bergfeldt.

Along with his love for music, Pretty also was 
crazy about baseball. Retired reporter Hal 
Higgins passed along this story from the 
worship leader at Pretty’s funeral.

“Back in the 1980s Pretty travelled to Montreal 
to take in an Expos game.  He took his baseball 
glove with him and as he was leaving he said to 
his daughter, “ I’m gonna catch a baseball for 
you.”

Montreal’s Olympic Stadium (where the Expos 
played) holds 56,000 people.  But Walter was 
ready, just in case.  And amazingly, Expos third 
baseman Tim Wallach launched a home run ball 
that ended up in Walter’s glove. One of the 
sports networks caught it on camera. The 
commentator named it the best catch of a 
baseball by any fan that week.  True to his 
word, Walter gave the ball to his daughter, 
Pierrette, who treasures it to this day.”

Adieu Ronald Cormier 

By Sylvie St-Onge


On June 20, one of the most active members of 
the Moncton chapter passed away. Ronald 
Cormier died after a long illness at the age of 79. 

In July 2000, he was one of the first members of 
the newly created Moncton chapter of the CBC/
Radio-Canada National Pensioners Association. 
He served as secretary of our chapter for over 20 
years. 

Ronald had a long career at Radio-Canada, where 
he worked for 28 years, first as a reporter/editor 
and then as a desk editor.  He worked for a year 
at Radio-Canada Toronto as editor-in-chief, then 
returned to Moncton as a radio producer and 
television producer for news and variety shows. 
And he was a published author. 
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New Members 
 
Serge Bouchard - NB - Video Journalist  
 
Marie-Jeanne Boudreau - NB - Surviving 
Spouse of Roméo Boudreau  
 
Ann Deveau - NB - Surviving 
Spouse of Doug Milander 
 
Katherine Kilfoil -NB - Cultural Journalist 
and Presenter 
 
Lisa Lanteigne - NB - Media Librarian  
 
Patricia Loucks - NS - surviving spouse of 
Peter Loucks 
 
Loretta Alice Pretty - NS - Surviving 
Spouse of Walter Pretty 
 
Maria Richards - NB - Surviving Spouse of 
Roland Richard  
 
Jean Tremaine - NS - Surviving Spouse of 
Don Tremaine

Deceased Members 

Geraldine Bushell - NS - surviving spouse 
of Norm Bushell 
 
David Carr - NS - CBC Halifax 
Cameraman, secretary/treasurer Maritime 
PNA 
 
Ronald Cormier - NB - Producer at 
Radio-Canada; long time Secretary of 
Moncton chapter 
 
Lyman Densmore - NS - Unit Manager 
 
Helen Fontaine - NB - Secretary, 
Engineering Radio-Canada 
 
Edwin Mayne - NS - Halifax TV 
Technician 
 
Gordon McGowan - NS - Resource 
Manager of Radio 
 
Dan O'Connell - NS - Reporter CBC 
News Halifax 
 
Walter Pretty - NS - Radio and 
Television Technician 
 
Marguerite Ryan - NS - Production 
Department  
 
Connie Scott - NS - CBC Radio

To contact your Association: 

www.cbcpensioners.ca

CBC Pensioners National Association 
Toll free: 1-877-361-9242 
By email: info@cbcpensioners.ca 

Maritimes: 

Geoff Turnbull, President 
Phone: 902-441-4978 
By email: g.turnbull1645@gmail.com 

Newsletter editor: 
Kathy Large  
By email: largekathy22@gmail.com

http://www.cbcpensioners.ca
mailto:info@cbcpensioners.ca
mailto:g.turnbull1645@gmail.com
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